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MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING held at Hopwood Community Centre on Monday 13th April 2026. 	

	PRESENT:
	Cllrs: Worrall (Chairman) Cutress, Edwards, Freeman, Hornsby, Lambert, K Van
der Plank, R Van der Plank, Williams and Wiseman.
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	[bookmark: _Hlk71528129]In attendance:

Present:

	Mrs J Smailes – Minute Taker
Ms F Murphy – Assistant Clerk
DCllr C Hotham (7.20pm – 7.55pm).
X 6 Members of the public.                          

	
	

	Cllr Worrall welcomed all to the meeting.  



	1. 
	APOLOGIES

	
	Apologies were received and noted from Parish Cllrs; Clarke and Easter and from DCllr R Bailes and DCllr/CCllr A Bailes. 

	
	

	2.
	DECLARATION OF INTEREST

	[bookmark: _Hlk203488791]
	Cllr K Van der Plank and Cllr Wiseman declared an interest in respect to agenda item 15, for Cllr K Van der Plank was a committee member of the Alvechurch Residents Association (ARA) and Cllr Wiseman had recently applied to join.


	3.
	DISPENSATION REQUESTS

	
	None received.



	4.
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Cllr K Van der Plank requested that the NALC article referred to by Cllr Edwards and pertaining to how ‘town status’ may assist in protecting ‘green belt’ areas, be forwarded to her for she had been absent at the last Council Meeting.  Action:  Cllr Edwards.

Approval of the Full Council Minutes dated the 9th March 2026 were Proposed by Cllr Worrall.  Unanimous

	
	

	5. 
	POLICE MATTERS

	
	Whilst no police officer was in attendance the following information is taken from the recent police newsletter that had been received that evening; 
Last month, there was a report of a street robbery – whereby a young person was threatened and unfortunately had their hat and some money taken. The report was received by our control room 4.29pm and Police Officers arrived on scene at 4.33pm.  After an area search the suspect was located and arrested for the offence. 
On Saturday 14th March, PCSO Kate Hearnden-Fellows held a well-attended crime prevention event in Alvechurch, focusing on vehicle crime.  Attendees received ‘keyless’ vehicle crime prevention packs and advice on protecting their vehicles.
Local concerns have been raised about vehicle speeds along Callow Hill in Alvechurch and around Weatheroak Hill in Weatheroak.  In response, speed monitoring will take place over the coming months to discourage speeding and promote road safety in these locations. 
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	Cllr Edwards spoke of the burglary which had taken place in Hopwood on 26th February.  He advised that he and Cllr Worrall had met with the property owner ‘on site’ to view how the perpetrators had gained entry to their property via a gap in the fence from Hopwood sports field.  Cllr Edwards went to state that whilst the boundary fence required repair, such was not owned by the Council for it as the resident’s boundary fence; however, APC had given an undertaking to arrange a further meeting with the resident and a Police Crime Prevention Officer.  Action:  Cllr Edwards/Worrall to arrange/attend further meeting with Police Crime Prevention Officer and resident.

Cllr Edwards also reported that additional CCTV signs had been ordered to try and deter any further crime in the vicinity.

Cllr Worrall reminded Members that there was currently a police consultation taking place in respect to the proposed merger of police forces/the abolishment of the Police Crime Commissioners role, and he urged Members to complete the survey as ‘private individuals’ unless any one Member felt there were pertinent issues, in which case, to refer such back to Council.

Cllr Wiseman made comment on how the tables contained in the Police Newsletter were somewhat misleading, for at no time did the police show/readily identify violent crimes as part of their stats which Cllr Wiseman felt distorted the true crime figures. 

	
	

	6 & 7
	DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS (DCllrs: A Bailes C Hotham & D/CClr A Bailes)

	
	
The following joint report from the District and County Councillor had been received and circulated to all APC Members ahead of the meeting (Report is shown below in its entirety):


District & County Councillor update – April (Written by Cllr A Bailes)
I wanted to provide a brief update on matters from the past week that may be of interest to the Parish Council.
 
Ruth Clarke attended the Planning Committee meeting on 9 June 2026 to represent the Parish Council and clearly set out its concerns regarding conditions and the Section 106 agreement for the Alvechurch Football Club application. Her contribution was well received and was helpful in highlighting areas where improvements could be made. Please pass on my thanks to Ruth for effectively representing APC.
 
The planning application for 25 dwellings at Alvechurch Football Club was subsequently approved, subject to a number of conditions and financial contributions. Several of these were amended to better reflect local priorities, including:
 
· The inclusion of a residents’ welcome pack with targets to reduce private car use and encourage more sustainable transport choices.
· Realignment of healthcare contributions to support the village GP practice.
· Corrected wording for financial contributions towards local schools.
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	In addition, I requested that the following financial obligations be included as part of the resolution to grant permission:

· Contributions towards improvements to the local bus service.
· Funding for two new bus shelters at the stops adjacent to the site.
· Contributions for two additional footpath lights between the site entrance and the edge of the village, completing the lighting along Redditch Road.
·  A contribution towards an on-road cycleway between the site entrance and School Lane.
 
These obligations have now been passed to the Assistant Director of Planning, who has delegated authority to include them in the final decision notice. I will also be discussing these matters directly with the applicant.
 
Separately, the bus shelter outside the Co-op has now been refurbished. This work was funded through my Divisional Highway budget, and solar lighting is due to be installed shortly.

Please let me know if you would like any further detail on any of the above.
 
With kind regards.
Cllr A Bailes

	
	

	


7.20pm







7.55pm

	Following concerns expressed by Cllr Williams in respect to how S106 Agreements were agreed/signed off by the LPA, Cllr Worrall explained for the sake of all present, the difference between S106 Developer Contributions and Community Infrastructure Levey (CIL), with it being duly noted that BDC do not have a CIL Schedule in place at this time and so rely on S106 agreements.

DCllr Hotham arrived.
DCllr Hotham also spent a considerable amount of time explaining the issues facing the LPA in respect to a shortage in land supply, the Green/Grey Belt Review which again would be undertaken by a BDC appointed Consultant, and he went on to advise that at this time there was little ‘protection’ against speculative developer submissions, and that whilst the Planning Advisory Service’s Development and Strategic Plan were being progressed and would take time to complete, it was important both worked in unison.

Cllr Worrall urged all present to read APC’s DDS submission for such had been written/aimed at engaging with the Planning Inspector.

DCllr Hotham advised that a ‘Community Grant Fund’ would be launched shortly and he urged APC to apply.

DCllr C Hotham left the meeting

Cllr Worrall advised that CCllr A Bailes was still looking into the funding for the Pedestrian Refuge at Hopwood and he hoped to be able to provide a further update in due course.

Cllr Worrall also reported that CCllr Bailes was currently looking into whether WCC were able to assist with repairs to Rowney Green PROW/Bridlepath 588C.


	8.
	OPEN FORUM .

	
	No requests to speak were received.
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	9.
	COMMUNICATIONS BY THE CHAIRMAN

	













	Cllr Worrall informed Members that he had attended a BDC charity event which took place on the 27th March.

Cllr Worrall also advised that BDC’s Chairman’s Charity Golf Tournament and dinner was due to take place on 8th May, and whilst he was unable to attend, he urged any fellow Members who enjoyed a round of golf to enter a team.

Cllr Worrall had also received an email concerning public admission to the Gravel Pitt at Rowney Green and he proceed to read the response from the land owner which advised that the Chair of RGA had been made aware that until such time as the land was deemed safe, the land owner was unable to secure Public Liability Insurance and therefore could not cover the associated risks.

Finally, Cllr Worrall suggested that Members/Officers arrange an ‘informal’ workshop in July so such matters as the Annual Parish Meeting format (ahead of Local Elections in May 2027) and other issues e.g the Local Government Review, Town Council status etc may be discussed without time constraints.  Action:  Email to be circulated to ascertain Members availability.

Council Protocol
Cllr Worrall explained that if a Member were to contact an outside organisation requesting any form of action, such needed to be approved/mandated by Council in the first instance and that their email should also be copied to the Parish Office.

Cllr Worrall went on to state that Council Minutes were not taken verbatim; the Minutes were an impartial officer’s record of the proceedings of a meeting, and whilst such need only show a resolution, APC Members felt that the inclusion of a little context was helpful to understand how a decision had been reached, that said, Cllr Worrall accepted that certain past comments made by third parties, which had been correctly captured, need not necessary be reflected in the Minutes.  Cllr Worrall also advised that he and Cllr Edwards ‘proof read’ the Minutes before they were uploaded to the website, and whilst the Clerk allowed them to offer suggested amendments, the Minutes were the impartial officers who also had a legal obligation to capture any advice she offered to council, whether the advice was accepted by Members or not.

Cllr Hornsby stated that if something is said then it should be captured in the Minutes and that individuals should be mindful of this point.

Cllr K Van der Plank spoke of possible GDPR issues if Minutes were not redacted.

	
	

	10.
	CLERK’S REPORT

	
b.
	The Clerk presented her report/monthly actions list.

Training
Cllr Edwards reminded Members that Bleed Kit Training had been arranged for the following morning and he went on to Propose APC give a £100 donation to the First Responder Chairty responsible for providing the Training.  Seconded Cllr Worrall.  Unanimous
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	11.
	FINANCIAL MATTERS 

	[bookmark: _Hlk227221939]a.



















b.









	Year End 2025/26
Prior to the meeting Members had been provided with a copy the Y/E position.  Members noted that the Council had once again completed the year within its ‘approved’ budget with circa £29k surplus (plus a VAT reclaim owing).

Cllr Edwards explained how £10k of the reside would be used to offset the Budget/Precept for 2026/7, and how the additional saving against the 2025/6 budget would be placed in General Reserves to replenish the sum used to ‘match fund’ the Boardwalk Project at The Wiggin, the cost of the Bleed Kits and CCTV at Hopwood.

Cllr Edwards then commended the Clerk/RFO and Assistant Clerk on their stewardship of the Council’s accounts.

Cllr K Van der Plank queried why, if there was such a significant saving against budget, Members had felt it necessary to increase the Precept.

Cllr Worrall stated that this was a ‘good news’ story, especially given the number of council’s facing financial issues.

Cllr K Van der Plank asked whether APC’s services had suffered because of the savings made and whether residents were still receiving ‘value for money’; she also asked and whether APC’s committees would be tasked with considering the sums saved against certain budgetary lines.

Cllr Edwards explained that APC had a General Reserve Policy that was reviewed by the F&S Committee and the Internal Auditor, and APC’s General ‘free’ Reserves still fell short of the recommended sum a council of Alvechurch’s size should hold which was between 6-9 months of its average monthly expenses.

Furthermore, Cllr Edwards stated that the budget process (PBP – Policy Budget Precept) which was audited by both the Internal and External Auditors had been explained to attendees at the Annual Parish Meeting and that APC’s accounts were made available for public inspection each year.   

Independent Internal Auditors Report.
Members then turned their attention to the Independent Internal Auditors Report, noting that whilst no areas of concern had been identified the Internal Auditor had included in his report Appendix A which was a point raised at Audit, and for which a response had been provided:  
‘…Internal Audit enquiry in respect of a specific payment and the Councils response
Internal Auditors enquiry

Members were asked to consider the request for payment of an invoice submitted by Point Planning Consultancy Ltd which exceeded the agreed Purchase Order total cost set by the P&H Committee by £300 and which the Clerk had therefore not passed for payment. The Clerk advised that a Purchase Order, together with the email attachments issued, formed a contract and therefore APC should challenge the invoice total rather than pay the sum requested. After a short discussion it was Proposed by Cllr Worrall that the invoice be passed for payment. Voted Carried.
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	As the Council has acted contrary to the recommendation of the Responsible Financial Officer (the control requirement / principle of Financial Regulation 6.3) can the Council please offer me clarification in respect of this payment and assurance that each of the Councils Financial Regulations (and the control principle intended by each regulation and the control process operating) that may be linked/apply to this payment have been complied with. By way of example a number of Financial Regulations come to mind; (ensuring the RFO can act in accordance with the statutory role and Financial Regulations)
· 1.5. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) holds a statutory office, appointed by the council. The Clerk has been appointed as RFO and these regulations apply accordingly. The RFO;
· Administers the council's financial affairs in accordance with all Acts, Regulations and proper practices;
· Ensures the accounting control systems are observed;
· 5.1. Members and officers are responsible for obtaining value for money at all times. Any officer procuring goods, services or works should ensure, as far as practicable, that the best available terms are obtained, usually by obtaining prices from several suppliers.
· 5.3. Every contract shall comply with the council’s Standing Orders and these Financial Regulations and no exceptions shall be made, except in an emergency.
· 5.16. No individual member, or informal group of members may issue an official order or make any contract on behalf of the council. (this control principle would include 'to vary any contract')
· 5.20. An official order or letter shall be issued for all work, goods and services. Copies of orders shall be retained. (the order being the contracted service).
The Councils response and reasoning for approving the payment – taken from the January 2026 Council minutes
After careful consideration of the aforementioned, the Council tendered the following response:
1. The Council respects and acknowledges the work undertaken by its RFO who works diligently to ensure all financial information is correctly presented each month to all Members ahead of Full Council Meetings so payments may be correctly approved.
2. The RFO is responsible for ensuring the accounts are kept correctly and Members remain accountable, undertaking periodic in-house internal inspections to ensure this remains the case.
3. Standing Orders/Financial Regulations are adhered to; APC takes its responsibility in respect to that of ‘protecting’ the public purse seriously and seeks to gain ‘value for money’ at each, and every opportunity.
4. This invoice/PO related to a very emotive and important issue for our parish and expert consultancy advice was urgently needed to support the Parish Council’s stance in respect to a planning matter. Whilst we fully acknowledge and accept the invoice reflects additional work that was undertaken above/beyond the stipulated PO sum, without such are village would have been vulnerable to mass development and we therefore incurred this additional expense with our residents’ views and best interests foremost in our minds. Furthermore, as the planning matter concerning the use of Green Belt land is likely to be ongoing for a considerable amount of time, we will require expert consultancy assistance again therefore we did not want to ‘burn our bridges’ by not paying the additional £300 for work which readily supported our aims and objectives and wishes of our residents – we trust you will understand this point.
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c.












d.

	At no time did we seek to dismiss the views of our RFO, and even on this occasion her advice was considered and balanced against the aforementioned pressures.
Be assured we value the advice given by the RFO and we adhere to all financial procedures and we trust the manner in which our accounts are kept/presented at audit reflect this statement.’ 
The advice was duly noted by Members.
--------------------------------
Annual Governance & Audit Return (AGAR)
Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement
Members were asked to consider/acknowledge that, as Members of Alvechurch Parish Council (responsible for ensuring there are robust systems of internal control in place, which includes the preparation/implementation of accounting systems) that to the best of their knowledge and belief that the answers shown in Section1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 were correct.  Proposed by Cllr Worrall.  Unanimous.

Section 2 – Accounting Statement for 2025/26
Members were also asked to consider/certify that for the Year Ending March 31st 2026, the accounting statements contained in the Annual Governance and Audit Return represented fairly the financial position of Alvechurch Parish Council.   Proposed by Cllr Edwards, Seconded by Cllr Worrall.  Unanimous.

The Chairman, Cllr Worrall and the RFO /(Clerk) were instructed to sign Sections 1 and 2 on behalf of the Council.  The Clerk was instructed to submit the AGAR to the External Auditor.

Cllr Freeman expressed thanks once again on behalf of APC to the Clerk/RFO for her due diligence in addressing the council’s financial affairs.

Mth 1 April 2026
Prior to the meeting Members had been provided with a copy of the 2026/27 Daily Book ‘Start Position’ and the monthly reconciled Bank Statement (Reconciled to end March) and Orange Balance Sheet. Cllr Edwards Proposed that the reconciliation was accurate and that it be accepted. Seconded Cllr Worrall. Unanimous. 

The Payment Listing for April had also been circulated prior to the meeting; Cllr Worrall Proposed the payments be duly authorised. Unanimous.

Members unanimous resolved to transfer the sum of £45,566.09 from the Council’s Current Account to General Reserves (Earmarked) funds.

Members unanimously approved release of two donations as follows:
£1,000 – The Lounge (Alvechurch Communities Together)
£1,000 – Picnic in The Park.  Action:  Clerk to make payment.
The Clerk requested delegated powers be bestowed (LGA 1972 s101) in order that she and two Members could action any late / outstanding requests for payment. Proposed by Cllr Worrall that delegated powers be bestowed. Unanimous.
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	e.
	Complaint re. Financial Management
Cllr Worrall explained that whilst all Members had been copied into the Complaint that had been received prior to the Annual Parish Meeting, this had been the first opportunity to include such on a council agenda, and whilst all of the points contained within the complaint had been addressed/answered in full (both in writing and again verbally at the Annual Parish Meeting), for transparency he felt it important that it was duly noted as part of the Full Council Meeting Minutes.

Cllr Worrall stated that all financial information is made readily available via the website and that the Auditors contact details had also been provided to the complainant should he remain unhappy with the response provided. 

	
	

	12.
	H&S POLICY

	
	Cllr Edwards/Wiseman Proposed this agenda item be deferred until the June/July Meeting in order to allow both the Policy and the Handbook (which relates to employees and contractors) to be updated/presented to Members collectively.  Unanimous.


	13.
	YOUTH COUNCIL

	
	Cllr Edwards gave a verbal update and also invited, at the Chairman’s discretion, Mrs Kilbride to speak of the advancements made by the Working Group.

Mrs Kilbride advised there were to be five young ‘content creators’ who would each post to Tik Tok as this was seen as the best platform to engage with younger residents and whilst affiliated to APC it would not carry an Alvechurch Parish Council banner but would be a name that was collectively agreed by participants.

Cllr Edwards explained that it was envisaged that the five ‘content creators’ would each be paid a nominal sum by Mrs Kilbride who would be responsible for invoicing APC.

Cllr Worrall once again expressed the council’s thanks and appreciation for the time Mrs. Kilbride was affording the project.

	
	

	14.
	SPONSORSHIP OF APC’S CHRISTMAS TREE 

	
	Cllr Lambert and the Assistant Clerk advised that they currently had one business interested in sponsoring the tree.

Cllr Wiseman stated that he had also been approached by the butcher who was also willing to contribute.  Action:  Assistant Clerk to make contact with the village butcher.



	15.
	FORMAL CORRESPONDENCE
· Email from DCllr R Bailes re BDC Asset Transfer opportunities available as part of the  LGR.

Cllr Worrall Proposed this be an agenda item for the June Full Council Meeting for he felt that Members should consider whether APC wish to bid for the following assets:
· George Road Play Area
· Swans Length Play Area
· Tanyard Lane Car Park & Toilets.    Action – June agenda item
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	· Open letter to APC from Alvechurch Residents Association, requesting the Parish Council consider working in partnership with ARA to produce a Neighborhood Priority Statement (NPS)

Cllr Worrall stated that whilst he felt there would be a lot of ‘common ground’ and that he felt APC would welcome a collaborative approach, APC would not consider a partnership for such suggested equal  status and he reminded those present that APC had been mandated to represent the whole of the parished area and that ultimately the NPS would be submitted by the APC and not a third party organisation.

Cllr Hornsby said the was unclear as to whether ARA were claiming to represent Alvechurch Village residents or the whole of the parish.

Cllr K Van der Plank advised ARA was a Parish based organization, representing the whole of the parish and all residents.

Cllr Hornsby inquired whether if this were the case, had ARA approached all of the other community resident’s groups i.e. Bordesley Matters and Rowney Green Association and had ARA approached the 16 community organisations shown on APC’s agenda and why if the ARA represented the whole of the parish and was against inappropriate development they had not contested the Bordesley Hall, Hopwood Island or the Abbey golf course residential developments.

Cllr Lambert spoke of the importance of APC representing all residents across the parish, not just Alvechurch Village Ward.

Cllr Worrall added that the DDS submitted to the LPA by APC has already set out APC’s position in respect to future residential developments however industrial/employment land now also needed to be considered.

Cllr Edwards said that whilst he welcomed the approach by ARA, it was APC’s responsibility to address/submit the final NPS document; however, he was keen that discussions and collaborative working re Hopwood M42/Junction 2/Employment land should be undertaken as soon as possible.

Cllr R Van der Plank stated that whilst he was a member of the P&H Committee, he disagreed with the content of the DDS submitted by APC and that he felt APC should start work on a NPS as soon as possible.

Cllr Cutress felt that ARA is no different from any other community organisations and has no greater standing in the community.

Cllr Freeman said he was not against collaborative working; however, he would not support a ‘partnership’ approach.

Cllr Williams stated that he did not feel the ‘open letter’ worthy of the paper it was written on, and that ARA should take it back and submit something with substance.

Cllr K Van der Plank said that she hoped ARA and APC could work together in a meaningful way.
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	Cllr Worrall proposed that Cllr R Van der Plank be tasked with working collaboratively with all community groups in order he may write a NPS that can then be considered by the P&H Committee prior to its submission to the LPA by APC.   

Cllr R Van der Plank agreed to undertake the aforementioned work.  

Cllr Worrall concluded by reading an email that had been received from Mr M Dunphy, Strategic Planning and Conservation Officer at BDC:

Neighbourhood Priorities Statements haven’t really been implemented yet and its unclear what future they will have as both the draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) are currently silent on them, so, in answer to your questions
 
*   What level of weight an NPS would be given when assessing local priorities and shaping policies within the new Local Plan?
They will be given some weight, but I would suggest at this stage it limited to moderate at best, as they are not examined and adopted policies like a Neighbourhood plan or a local plan is.
*   Whether there is specific guidance or expectations from the Planning Policy team regarding the format, scope, or evidence required for an NPS?
There is very limited guidance on them at the moment, if you wanted to prepare one we would happily work with you to help determine what the most appropriate approach is for all parties, clearly we would need to fully understand what you’re trying to achieve with the statement, and form a view on if that is possible within their fairly limited remit.
*   How best the Parish Council might ensure that any NPS they prepare is considered positively and effectively during the plan‑making process?
As above working with us as we did on the APNP is the best way to ensure we all get the outcome we want from the process.


	16.
	COMMITTEE MINUTES

	a.
	YSR (AMENITIES), FINANCE AND SCRUTINY and PLANNING & HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES 
All Draft Minutes are available via the website/hard copy Minutes Books (publicly accessible).

YSR
Members were asked to ratify the appointment of Cllr Easter to the YSR Committee.  Proposed by Cllr Hornsby.  Unanimous

Cricket Wicket – The Wiggin.
Cllr Hornsby explained that the Cricket Club and PiTP Committee were keen to refurbish the existing Cricket Wicket located at The Wiggin and had approached APC offering to pay for said works, and it had been agreed between both parties and the YSR Committee that in progressing this, the re-siting of the Cricket Wicket would also be advantageous and the Cricket Club had been tasked with gaining a revised quote for the work they were proposing.

Cllr Worrall proposed that works should be taken ‘in-house’ and addressed by APC who were the land owner as this would enable the council to hold the contractor responsible for their work and any possible defects.
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	Cllr Edwards explained that as APC were not paying for the works, for APC to place the order and show the sum as part of its accounting systems would be incorrect financial practice; furthermore, if APC had been addressing the project it would have required three quotes to have been submitted to a set specification.

Cllr Worrall stressed that there was a timeframe in which the work needed to be completed and that he felt in the circumstances APC could vote to wave its policy re. the attainment of three quotes and for the reasons he had already outlined should be the one who places the Purchase Order.

The Clerk advised against not following financial protocol. 

After a lengthy debate it was Proposed by Cllr Edwards that the Cricket Club ‘lead’ on what was, their project, with APC giving its permission as land owner for the work to be undertaken, with the caveat that APC be party to agreeing the specification and that the Cricket Club must ensure the Contractor had a minimum of £5m Public Liability Insurance and that they provide a RAMS etc. prior to works commencing.  Seconded Cllr Hornsby.  Vote Carried.  

Action:  Cllr Worrall to advise the Cricket Club accordingly.  

Cllr Edwards, Hornsby and Williams to check the specification/Contractors documents and to attend site meetings/completion of works-sign-off meeting.



	b.

	OTHER REPORTS - EXTERNAL BODIES

· Alvechurch Almshouse Trust (Cllr Worrall) 
It was expected that the accommodation would be re-let by 1st May 2026.

· Alvechurch Education Trust (Cllrs Hornsby/Worrall)
Cllr Worrall reported that there was to be a meeting the following evening.

· Alvechurch Village Society (Cllr Cutress)
Cllr Cutress reported that the organisation was ticking along nicely.
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	· Alvechurch Station (Cllrs Wiseman/Worrall).
Cllr Wiseman reported that the entrance had been tarmacked; Cllr Lambert also stated that the potholes had been refilled.

· Alvechurch Community Larder (Cllr Wiseman)
Cllr Wiseman informed Members that The Larder continues to be as busy as ever.

· Alvechurch Resident’s Association (Cllr K Van der Plank)
Members ratified the appointment of Cllr K Van der Plank as the Council Representative for this community organisation.  
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	· The Lounge (Cllr Lambert)
Cllr Lambert reported that The Lounge really needed to increase its prices but were concerned that this would take them above the VAT threshold.

Cllr Wiseman stated that Youth Groups appeared to be on the decline at The Lounge, with more senior groups making use of the facility.



	
	· Remembrance Arrangements (Cllr Lambert)
Nothing to report.


	

	· CALC /WALC Executive Committee (Cllrs Worrall/Cutress)
Nothing to report.


	
	· Bittell Reservoir (Cllr Clarke)
Nothing to report.


	
	· CPRE (Cllr Clarke)
Nothing to report.

· Alvechurch Village Hall (Cllr Cutress)
Nothing to report.

· Community Speed watch (Cllr Clarke)
Nothing to report.

· Rowney Green Association (Cllr Easter)
Members ratified the appointment of Cllr W Easter as the Council Representative for this community organisation.  

· Hopwood Village Hall (Mrs Lewis).
           Cllr Edwards reported that there was to be a ‘table sale’ on Saturday.


	19. 
	COUNCILLORS REPORTS

	
	Hopwood
Cllr K Van der Plank advised she had requested a YSR Agenda item concerning the purchase of a further Grit Bin 

Bordesley and Rowney Green
Nothing to report. 



	
	Alvechurch.
Cllr Lambert informed Members of a complaint that had been received from a resident in respect to inconsiderate parking by visitors attending the P&H Committee Meeting. Cllr Worrall advised that he was aware of the matter and had spoken to the resident to assure them this would not happen again.

Cllr Wiseman requested that APC express its thanks to CCllr A Bailes re. the refurbishment of the bus stop.  Action:  A/ Clerk
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Cllr Wiseman also reported that there had been further fly-tipping at the layby at Callow Hill.  Action:  A/Clerk to report to BDC.

Weatheroak
Nothing to report.

	
	

	

	Rowney Green
Nothing to report

	
	
Cllr Worrall Proposed that Standing Orders be suspended in order that the meeting may continue past 10pm.  Unanimous.

As an aside, Cllr Edwards also reported that the F&S Committee in June would be considering any community Grant Requests received.

Cllr Edwards also reported that he had since been furnished with a name/contact number for the Canal and River Trust which he intended including in the revised Emergency Plan.  Action:  A/Clerk to add contact number to revision document.



	20.

	PRESS RELEASE/PRESS STATEMENT
None at this time.

	

	

	21.
	MEETING DATES.

	
	Monday 20th April – YSR Committee (Parish Office)
Tuesday 5th May - P&H Committee (Parish Office)
Monday 11th May  - Annual Council Meeting  



Meeting closed at 10.10pm



Chairman ………………………………  Date ………………….
Ref:  Draft Feb 2026 FC Minutes - F2

Ref: April 2026
